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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 1073 

1. DURING MY DISCUSSION WITH FORNMIN FEB 6 HE BROUGHT UP THE 

SUBJECT OF GOC TREATY RIGHTS IN THE PANAMA CANAL AND STATED 

THAT THE GOC WOULD MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT EITHER TOMORROW OR THE NEXT 

DAY CALLING ATTENTION TO THE RIGHTS WHICH THEY ENJOY UNDER THE 

1914 TREATY AND POINTING OUT THAT AMB BOTERO HAD 

REAFFIRMED THE COLOMBIAN POSITION WITH THE DEPARTMENT. THE FORNMIN 
ADDED THAT HE HOPED THAT WE COULD REPLY TO THE GOC'S NOTE OF DEC 
13/71. 

2. 1 RESPONDED THAT WHILE I HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE ISSUE, I FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND HOW 
COLOMBIA COULD EXPECT THE US TO GIVE UP OUR RIGHTS IN RELATION 
TO THE PANAMA CANAL AND EXPECT US AT THE SAME TIME TO SAFEGUARD THE 
RIGHTS OF COLOMBIA. I ASKED IF THIS WAS NOT PRIMARILY THE TASK 
OF COLOMBIA. 

3. THE FORNMIN RESPONDED THAT BASICALLY HE AGREED WITH ME AND 
THAT HE WAS NOT SAYING THAT HE WOULD NOT GIVE UP THE RIGHTS 

OF COLOMBIA BUT THIS HAD TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS 

BETWEEN 

THE TWO GOVTS. 

4. COMMENT: I BELIEVE I AM ASSESSING THE SITUATION CORRECTLY 
WHEN I SAY THAT VAZQUEZ DID NOT INTEND TO RESPOND SO CANDIDLY 
REGARDING COLOMBIA'S OBJECTIVES. I BELIEVE THAT GIVEN THIS POSITIVE 
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AND CONSTRUCTIVE ATTITUDE, IT MIGHT BE USEFUL AND TIMELY IF AT 
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AN EARLY DATE A REP OF OUR NEGOTIATING TEAM COULD COME TO COLOMBIA 
AND DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH VAZQUEZ. MY IMPRESSION IS THAT 
VAZQUEZ UNDERSTANDS THAT COLOMBIA WILL NOT BE ABLE TO HANG ON 
TO COLOMBIAN TREATY RIGHTS BUT THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL FROM THE GOC'S 
POINT OF VIEW THAT THIS BE NEGOTIATED WITH THE US AND THAT WE 
NOT PROCEED AS IF COLOMBIA'S RIGHTS IN THE CANAL EITHER DID 
NOT EXIST OR DID NOT MATTER. WHITE 
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